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The upright Hungarian communist Mátyás Rákosi 

 

Mátyás Rákosi [ˈmaːcaːʃ ˈraːkoʃi] was an eminent Hungarian politician and revolutionary. For over ten 

years (1945-1956) he was the chairman of the Hungarian Communist Party (which was renamed the 

Hungarian Workers' Party in 1948). Shortly before the fascist coup in Hungary and the rampant 

massacres of Hungarian communists, he managed to emigrate to the Soviet Union, where he lived until 

his death in 1971 and remained true to his communist convictions. Kurt Gossweiler writes about him: 

“Rákosi, that is the most tragic figure of the revolutionary communist movement. A socialist 

Shakespeare will one day find himself to shake people with the portrayal of the tragedy of this man who 

was not able to break after 16 years imprisonment in the dungeons of Horthy fascism and who was not 

felled at the end of his life in the open Fight, but rather from a conspiracy which he himself saw without 

being able to speak of it; who had to blame himself even though he knew the real culprits; who was 

ready, as the revolutionary he always was, to sacrifice his revolutionary honor in the hope of being 

able to prevent the disaster.“ [1]   

 

EARLY LIFE 

 

Máthyás Rákosi (Rosenfeld), born March 9, 1892, was the sixth child of a poor Jewish family. During 

World War I fought on the Eastern Front, where he was captured and joined the Hungarian Communist 

Party (UKP). Returned to Hungary, took part in the government of Béla Kun and took on the role of 

Deputy People's Commissar for Trade and Social Production in the Hungarian Soviet Republic [2]. 

After a counterrevolutionary coup attempt and the invasion of Hungary by Romanian-Hungarian 

troops, the Austro-Hungarian admiral Miklós Horthy established a fascist regime, under which between 

the summer of 1919 and the end of 1920 during the so-called “White Terror” by the troops of Horthy 

and their affiliated militants (e.g. those of the notorious Pál Prónay) up to 5,000 people were murdered, 

some brutally. [3] Rákosi was able to escape to the Soviet Union. 

 

POLITICAL ACTIVITY - YEARS IN FASCIST DUNGEONS 

 

In 1921-1924 years Mátyás Rákosi was secretary of the Communist International. In December 1924 

he returned to Hungary, took part in the restoration of the Hungarian Communist Party [4]. In 

September 1925 he was arrested by the military, tried and sentenced to eight years in prison by the 

public prosecutor, who had previously called for the death penalty, but due to international protests 

(including by Romain Rolland). After his release in 1934, he was arrested again and sentenced to life 

imprisonment in prison in 1935. In October 1940 the government of the Soviet Union exchanged it for 

the honorary banners captured by Russia in the suppression of the Hungarian revolution in 1848-49. 

1940-45 Rákosi headed the foreign office of the Central Committee of the Hungarian Communist Party 

in Moscow. 

 

AT THE HEAD OF THE PARTY 

 

After Hungary's liberation from fascism in February 1945, he returned to Hungary and led the 

Hungarian Communist Party. He was General Secretary of the UKP Central Committee until June 

1948. After the union of the UKP with the Social Democratic Party to form the Hungarian United 

Workers' Party (MDP) [4], from June 1948 to June 1953 he was General Secretary, and until July 1956 

1st Secretary of the Central Committee of the MDP. In addition, Rákosi was Deputy Chairman from 
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1945-1952, and from 1952-1953 Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the Hungarian People's 

Republic. Under his leadership the policy of nationalization of the economy and accelerated 

cooperation in agriculture were carried out. Rákosi was a defender of Stalin's policies and a friend of 

the Soviet Union. 

 

THE YEARS AFTER 

 

As a result of the notorious 20th Congress of the CPSU, Rákosi was deposed as General Secretary of 

the MDP Central Committee and expelled from the Politburo of the MDP Central Committee. In 1962 

he was completely expelled from the party. From 1956, Mátyás Rakosi lived in the USSR - in 

Krasnodar, Tokmak (Kyrgyz SSR), Arzamas and Gorki. Until the end of his life he remained true to his 

Marxist-Leninist class standpoint and his attitude towards Stalin. He died in Gorki on February 5, 1971. 

 

Mátyás Rákosi was married to the well-known Yakut lawyer Feodora Fjodorovna Kornilowa [6], the 

daughter of the famous Yakut musicologist and composer Fyodor Grigoryevich Kornilow. Feodora 

Fyodorovna was a remarkable woman. She spoke several foreign languages, including Hungarian, was 

a member of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR and worked as a lawyer in the prosecutor's office of the 

RSFSR and was instrumental in the release of Mátyás Rákosis from Hungarian custody. She shared his 

tragic fate until his death and died at the age of 77 in 1980. 

 

Source: Общединение коммунистиов Азербайджана 

(https://kompartiya.wordpress.com/2019/03/14/%d0%bc%d0%b0%d1%82%d1%8c%d1%8f%d1%88-

%d1%80%d0%b0%d0%ba%d0%be%d1%88%d0%b8/) 

 

[1] Kurt Gossweiler: Die Taubenfußchronik or Die Khruschtschowiade 1953-64 (Bd.I), publishing 

house for the promotion of the scientific worldview, Munich, 2002, p.106. 

[2] Magyarországi Szocialista Szövetséges Tanácsköztársaság: the Hungarian Socialist Federal Council 

Republic existed from March to the end of July 1919; Hungary was the second country in the world to 

have a council system. 

[3]See also Béla Bodó: Actio and Reactio. Red and White Terror in Hungary 1919–1921. In: Christian 

Koller and Matthias Marschik (eds.): The Hungarian Soviet Republic 1919. Inside views - outside 

perspectives - consequences. Promedia Verlag, Vienna 2018, pp. 69–82. 

[4] The Hungarian Communist Party - Magyar Kommunista Párt (MKP) was founded on November 5, 

1944 in Szeged. 

[5] The Hungarian Workers' Party - Magyar Dolgozók Pártja (MDP) united with the Social Democratic 

Party - Szociáldemokrata Párt (SZDP) 

[6] Cf. Феодора Ракоши - первая леди Венгрии . (soot.) 
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